CLASS:--12™ ACTIVITY WORK

The jotedars of Dinajpur

Buchanan described the ways in which the jotedars of Dinajpur in North
Bengal resisted being disciplined by the zamindar and undermined his power:

Landlords do not like this class of men, but it is evident that they are
absolutely necessary, unless the landlords themselves would advance money
to their necessitous tenantry ...

The jotedars who cultivate large portions of lands are very refractory, and
know that the zamindars have no power over them. They pay only a few rupees
on account of their revenue and then fall in balance almost every kist
(instalment), they hold more lands than they are entitled to by their pottahs
(deeds of contract). Should the zamindar's officers, in consequence, summon
them to the cutcherry, and detain them for one or two hours with a view to
reprimand them, they immediately go and complain at the Fouzdarry Thanna
(police station) for imprisonment and at the munsiff's (a judicial officer at the
lower court) cutcherry for being dishonoured and whilst the causes continue
unsettled, they instigate the petty ryots not to pay their revenue consequently .

e Describe the ways in which the jotedars resisted the authority of the
zamindars



